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We Are Here to Help!

Throughout Texas, local Childhood Lead Poisoning Prevention 
Programs make many services available to healthcare providers:

•	 Patient screening and case management

•	 Sources for general and clinical information

•	 Current reporting requirements

•	 Patient education resources and literature

•	 Patient referral sources such as nutritional counseling

•	 Family referrals such as Children’s Health Insurance Program 
and Texas Health Steps

•	 Monitoring support for referrals

•	 Environmental Lead Investigations

•	 Needs assessments

•	 Prevention strategies

If  you’re not sure who to call, check the list of  local programs on the 
back cover of  this newsletter, or call our statewide toll free number:    
1 (800) 588-1248.	
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Reporting Blood Lead Levels: It’s the Law

The Law
In June of  2003, it became law that all blood lead levels performed in Texas be reported to the Child Lead 
Registry.  

The following persons are required to report all blood lead results:1 
     1.  A physician after the first examination of  a child; 
     2.  The person in charge of  an independent clinical laboratory, a hospital or clinic laboratory, or any other 	
          facility in which a laboratory conducts blood lead testing. 

If  a report is not made by the persons listed in (1) or (2) above, the following persons shall report all blood lead 
results: 
     3.  The administrator of  a hospital licensed under Texas Health and Safety Code, Chapter 241; 
     4.  A professional registered nurse; 
     5.  An administrator or director of  a public or private child care facility; 
     6.  An administrator of  a home health agency; 
     7.  An administrator or health official of  a public or private institution of  higher education; 
     8.  A superintendent, manager, or health official of  a public or private camp, home, or institution; 
     9.  A parent, managing conservator, or guardian; or 
   10.  A health professional.

How to Report
By Phone:   1 (800) 588-1248
By Fax:          (512) 458-7699

By Mail:      TX CLPPP
	         Department of  State Health Services
	         P.O. Box 149347
	         Austin, TX 78714

Electronic:  Call the number above and speak with 
                    the Surveillance Coordinator

Sample Reporting Form

1HEALTH & SAFETY CODE
CHAPTER 88. REPORTS OF CHILDHOOD LEAD POISONING 
Sec. 88.004. PERSONS REQUIRED TO REPORT.
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Testing Texas Children for Lead: How Are We Doing?

1For brevity and unless otherwise specified, this document assumes that 
any further reference to Texas children pertains to those under age six.

Testing Children
Poverty and older housing are the primary risk factors 
for childhood lead poisoning.  The 2000 U.S. Census 
estimates that 22% of  Texas children under age six1  
live below the poverty level, and approximately 11% 
of  the housing stock dates from before 1950.    In 
2006, less than 12% of  Texas children received a 
blood lead test.  While the percent of  children tested 
varies, only 15 Texas counties tested 20% or more of  
their children.  Six counties with a small population, 
tested no children, and 58 counties tested less than 5% 
of  their children.  

Elevated Blood Lead Levels (EBLL)
Of the children tested for lead in 2006, 1.3% had an 
EBLL.  Because of  the low percentages of  children 
being tested, the percentage of  children elevated 
does not accurately represent the prevalence of  lead 
poisoning in a given county.  

Diagnostic Testing
Healthcare providers may use a capillary blood lead 
test to screen children for lead poisoning. However, a 
capillary test cannot diagnose a child with an EBLL.  
If  the capillary test result is elevated, a venous blood 
lead test is necessary for a diagnosis of  an EBLL.  

The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) recommends that healthcare providers use a 
venous blood lead test to verify a child’s EBLL status.  
For example, if  a child’s first test is an venous test, 
then that test is a diagnostic test.  TX CLPPP requires 
a diagnostic test to initiate case management and an 
environmental lead investigation.  

Less than 37% of  Texas children with an initial 
elevated test received a diagnostic test.

How does your county compare to other counties 
and Texas?  
Pages 4, 5, and 6 show 2006 data for children under age six in the 254 Texas 
counties. We have included the following data for each county:

•  The number of  children tested for lead,

•  An estimate of  number of  children in each county,

•  The percentage of  the population of  children who were tested,

•  The percentage of  children tested who had an EBLL of  10mcg/dL 		
    or greater (venous and capillary), and

•  The percentage of  elevated children who had an diagnostic test  	  	
   (venous only). 
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Anderson 483 3,906 12.37% 3.52% 17.65%
Andrews 111 1,303 8.52% 0.90% 100.00%
Angelina 1,369 7,454 18.37% 1.39% 36.84%
Aransas 24 1,533 1.57% 0.00% ~~
Archer 22 568 3.87% 9.09% 0.00%
Armstrong 6 158 3.80% 0.00% ~~
Atascosa 506 3,799 13.32% 0.59% 66.67%
Austin 110 2,130 5.16% 0.91% 0.00%
Bailey 164 729 22.50% 1.83% 33.33%
Bandera 63 1,099 5.73% 1.59% 100.00%
Bastrop 380 5,885 6.46% 1.05% 25.00%
Baylor 5 257 1.95% 0.00% ~~
Bee 347 2,465 14.08% 2.31% 25.00%
Bell 2,112 30,986 6.82% 0.62% 69.23%
Bexar 18,742 149,780 12.51% 1.33% 47.79%
Blanco 11 636 1.73% 0.00% ~~
Borden 0 33 0.00% ~ ~~
Bosque 152 1,270 11.97% 4.61% 28.57%
Bowie 770 7,193 10.70% 4.68% 41.67%
Brazoria 1,612 26,011 6.20% 0.93% 46.67%
Brazos 1,400 13,469 10.39% 1.14% 43.75%
Brewster 47 698 6.73% 2.13% 100.00%
Briscoe 10 115 8.70% 0.00% ~~
Brooks 101 787 12.83% 2.97% 100.00%
Brown 120 3,096 3.88% 2.50% 0.00%
Burleson 105 1,462 7.18% 0.95% 0.00%
Burnet 248 2,856 8.68% 0.40% 0.00%
Caldwell 385 3,157 12.20% 0.78% 66.67%
Calhoun 136 1,883 7.22% 0.74% 100.00%
Callahan 44 891 4.94% 6.82% 0.00%
Cameron 11,160 49,881 22.37% 1.56% 27.59%
Camp 201 1,054 19.07% 3.48% 14.29%
Carson 9 452 1.99% 0.00% ~~
Cass 475 2,082 22.81% 1.47% 0.00%
Castro 125 792 15.78% 3.20% 0.00%
Chambers 109 2,324 4.69% 2.75% 0.00%
Cherokee 1,017 4,111 24.74% 2.26% 26.09%
Childress 41 566 7.24% 2.44% 100.00%
Clay 21 586 3.58% 4.76% 0.00%
Cochran 67 347 19.31% 0.00% ~~
Coke 18 229 7.86% 5.56% 100.00%
Coleman 61 668 9.13% 4.92% 0.00%
Collin 1,983 60,684 3.27% 0.76% 26.67%

2006 , Counts by County: Texas Children Under Age 6 Tested for Lead1

Collingsworth 7 195 3.59% 0.00% ~~
Colorado 115 1,724 6.67% 1.74% 50.00%
Comal 646 7,232 8.93% 1.39% 11.11%
Comanche 68 1,054 6.45% 2.94% 0.00%
Concho 13 147 8.84% 0.00% ~~
Cooke 172 3,146 5.47% 0.58% 100.00%
Coryell 200 5,484 3.65% 3.00% 50.00%
Cottle 7 105 6.67% 14.29% 0.00%
Crane 17 323 5.26% 5.88% 100.00%
Crockett 40 319 12.54% 2.50% 100.00%
Crosby 58 612 9.48% 3.45% 50.00%
Culberson 18 217 8.29% 0.00% ~~
Dallam 54 592 9.12% 0.00% ~~
Dallas 35,968 242,344 14.84% 1.06% 29.21%
Dawson 42 1,267 3.31% 0.00% ~~
Deaf Smith 35 2,153 1.63% 2.86% 0.00%
Delta 23 339 6.78% 0.00% ~~
Denton 2,460 52,455 4.69% 0.57% 42.86%
DeWitt 213 1,544 13.80% 2.35% 20.00%
Dickens 4 144 2.78% 0.00% ~~
Dimmit 367 967 37.95% 0.54% 100.00%
Donley 6 240 2.50% 16.67% 0.00%
Duval 161 1,177 13.68% 1.24% 0.00%
Eastland 56 1,395 4.01% 1.79% 0.00%
Ector 1,493 13,693 10.90% 0.60% 33.33%
Edwards 30 117 25.64% 3.33% 100.00%
Ellis 656 12,487 5.25% 0.84% 53.47%
El Paso 12,028 84,286 14.27% 1.68% 9.09%
Erath 307 2,736 11.22% 0.98% 100.00%
Falls 163 1,283 12.70% 1.23% 50.00%
Fannin 140 2,331 6.01% 4.29% 33.33%
Fayette 135 1,656 8.15% 5.19% 42.86%
Fisher 19 230 8.26% 5.26% 0.00%
Floyd 93 680 13.68% 2.15% 50.00%
Foard 4 83 4.82% 0.00% ~~
Fort Bend 2,200 37,032 5.94% 0.82% 33.33%
Franklin 78 684 11.40% 0.00% ~~
Freestone 86 1,451 5.93% 0.00% ~~
Frio 220 1,562 14.08% 1.82% 0.00%
Gaines 17 1,670 1.02% 0.00% ~~
Galveston 2,449 24,172 10.13% 2.45% 31.67%
Garza 29 412 7.04% 0.00% ~~
Gillespie 117 1,434 8.16% 0.00% ~~
Glasscock 4 88 4.55% 0.00% ~~

1Unduplicated children under 72 months old at date of test.  2Texas DSHS Center for Health Statistics 2006 Intercensal Estimates. www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/popdat/detailX.shtm  3 
Percentage of children tested with a venous, capillary, or unknown sample type, 10 mcg/dL or greater. “~” designates 0 children tested.       4Percentage of elevated children who had a 
diagnostic test, an initial elevated venous, or any follow-up venous.  “~~” designates no elevated children reported.  

All Texas 257,993 2,236,906 11.53% 1.34% 36.17%
County                      Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4    County                     Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4

Continued on Page 5



(cont. from pages 4) - 2006 , Counts by County: Texas Children Under Age 6 Tested for Lead1

1Unduplicated children under 72 months old at date of test.  2Texas DSHS Center for Health Statistics 2006 Intercensal Estimates. www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/popdat/detailX.shtm  3 
Percentage of children tested with a venous, capillary, or unknown sample type, 10 mcg/dL or greater. “~” designates 0 children tested.       4Percentage of elevated children who had a 
diagnostic test, an initial elevated venous, or any follow-up venous.  “~~” designates no elevated children reported.  5

County                      Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4    County                     Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4

Goliad 53 505 10.50% 1.89% 0.00%
Gonzales 340 1,813 18.75% 3.82% 46.15%
Gray 23 1,625 1.42% 8.70% 50.00%
Grayson 844 9,507 8.88% 1.07% 55.56%
Gregg 1,627 10,810 15.05% 1.66% 59.26%
Grimes 131 1,935 6.77% 3.82% 40.00%
Guadalupe 274 8,258 3.32% 1.09% 33.33%
Hale 527 3,757 14.03% 0.38% 50.00%
Hall 29 303 9.57% 3.45% 0.00%
Hamilton 54 575 9.39% 3.70% 100.00%
Hansford 33 513 6.43% 0.00% ~~
Hardeman 7 313 2.24% 0.00% ~~
Hardin 365 3,817 9.56% 0.55% 0.00%
Harris 47,763 391,729 12.19% 0.93% 50.68%
Harrison 830 4,777 17.37% 2.29% 26.32%
Hartley 4 417 0.96% 0.00% ~~
Haskell 25 428 5.84% 4.00% 0.00%
Hays 653 10,432 6.26% 1.38% 22.22%
Hemphill 1 293 0.34% 0.00% ~~
Henderson 273 5,765 4.74% 0.37% 0.00%
Hidalgo 19,057 92,061 20.70% 1.35% 15.12%
Hill 281 2,904 9.68% 3.91% 0.00%
Hockley 154 2,173 7.09% 0.00% ~~
Hood 99 3,093 3.20% 0.00% ~~
Hopkins 177 2,855 6.20% 2.26% 25.00%
Houston 306 1,554 19.69% 1.31% 25.00%
Howard 206 2,634 7.82% 0.97% 50.00%
Hudspeth 72 236 30.51% 2.78% 0.00%
Hunt 438 6,735 6.50% 2.05% 0.00%
Hutchinson 89 1,942 4.58% 2.25% 50.00%
Irion 10 64 15.63% 0.00% ~~
Jack 17 616 2.76% 5.88% 100.00%
Jackson 128 1,254 10.21% 1.56% 50.00%
Jasper 250 2,792 8.95% 1.60% 0.00%
Jeff Davis 15 126 11.90% 0.00% ~~
Jefferson 2,530 20,268 12.48% 2.29% 37.93%
Jim Hogg 87 446 19.51% 2.30% 0.00%
Jim Wells 575 3,989 14.41% 1.39% 87.50%
Johnson 866 12,573 6.89% 1.73% 20.00%
Jones 71 1,255 5.66% 7.04% 20.00%
Karnes 142 1,036 13.71% 1.41% 100.00%
Kaufman 405 7,831 5.17% 2.72% 54.55%
Kendall 97 1,924 5.04% 0.00% ~~
Kenedy 2 31 6.45% 0.00% ~~

Kent 0 31 0.00% ~ ~~
Kerr 441 3,131 14.08% 1.59% 42.86%
Kimble 54 331 16.31% 3.70% 0.00%
King 0 12 0.00% ~ ~~
Kinney 4 242 1.65% 0.00% ~~
Kleberg 260 2,926 8.89% 0.38% 100.00%
Knox 20 285 7.02% 0.00% ~~
Lamar 696 4,016 17.33% 3.23% 100.00%
Lamb 91 1,419 6.41% 5.75% 30.00%
Lampasas 128 1,586 8.07% 0.00% ~~
La Salle 31 628 4.94% 1.56% 50.00%
Lavaca 231 1,384 16.69% 3.46% 12.50%
Lee 78 1,328 5.87% 0.00% ~~
Leon 70 1,115 6.28% 5.71% 0.00%
Liberty 412 6,346 6.49% 0.49% 0.00%
Limestone 108 1,735 6.22% 4.63% 60.00%
Lipscomb 0 212 0.00% ~ ~~
Live Oak 66 714 9.24% 0.00% ~~
Llano 39 994 3.92% 0.00% ~~
Loving 0 0 0.00% ~ ~~
Lubbock 2,046 23,314 8.78% 1.37% 35.71%
Lynn 44 500 8.80% 4.55% 50.00%
Mcculloch 53 620 8.55% 2.91% 66.67%
Mclennan 3,228 20,101 16.06% 6.00% 16.67%
Mcmullen 4 35 11.43% 9.52% 0.00%
Madison 103 974 10.57% 10.71% 0.00%
Marion 100 687 14.56% 1.67% 20.00%
Martin 42 469 8.96% 1.93% 3.33%
Mason 28 220 12.73% 1.89% 0.00%
Matagorda 598 3,309 18.07% 2.66% 39.53%
Maverick 1,553 6,162 25.20% 0.00% ~~
Medina 149 3,359 4.44% 2.68% 25.00%
Menard 19 147 12.93% 0.00% ~~
Midland 1,695 11,945 14.19% 0.65% 54.55%
Milam 226 2,184 10.35% 3.98% 88.89%
Mills 10 307 3.26% 0.00% ~~
Mitchell 28 564 4.96% 3.57% 0.00%
Montague 72 1,493 4.82% 4.17% 33.33%
Montgomery 1,917 33,014 5.81% 1.51% 34.48%
Moore 37 2,075 1.78% 0.00% ~~
Morris 144 987 14.59% 8.33% 16.67%
Motley 10 68 14.71% 0.00% ~~
Nacogdoches 731 5,054 14.46% 2.33% 35.29%
Navarro 800 4,282 18.68% 6.50% 23.08%

Continued on Page 6
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County                     Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4   County                     Tested      Population2    %Tested    %Elevated3    %Diagnostic4

Newton 72 912 7.89% 2.78% 50.00%
Nolan 104 1,283 8.11% 2.88% 33.33%
Nueces 2,027 30,427 6.66% 1.09% 27.27%
Ochiltree 22 945 2.33% 0.00% ~~
Oldham 2 139 1.44% 0.00% ~~
Orange 823 6,303 13.06% 1.46% 33.33%
Palo Pinto 246 2,279 10.79% 0.81% 0.00%
Panola 277 1,761 15.73% 2.89% 37.50%
Parker 268 7,276 3.68% 1.12% 0.00%
Parmer 83 927 8.95% 1.20% 0.00%
Pecos 106 1,388 7.64% 1.89% 50.00%
Polk 229 3,139 7.30% 1.31% 33.33%
Potter 1,599 13,056 12.25% 2.25% 13.89%
Presidio 181 955 18.95% 0.55% 100.00%
Rains 30 621 4.83% 3.33% 100.00%
Randall 30 7,597 0.39% 0.00% ~~
Reagan 28 276 10.14% 7.14% 50.00%
Real 25 190 13.16% 0.00% ~~
Red River 137 1,002 13.67% 8.03% 27.27%
Reeves 82 1,115 7.35% 0.00% ~~
Refugio 43 645 6.67% 0.00% ~~
Roberts 0 53 0.00% ~ 0.00%
Robertson 185 1,353 13.67% 0.00% ~~
Rockwall 350 5,492 6.37% 1.71% 66.67%
Runnels 88 893 9.85% 7.95% 42.86%
Rusk 368 3,647 10.09% 1.90% 28.57%
Sabine 42 627 6.70% 0.00% ~~
San Augustine 58 677 8.57% 1.72% 100.00%
San Jacinto 75 1,584 4.73% 2.67% 0.00%
San Patricio 538 6,829 7.88% 1.12% 33.33%
San Saba 34 422 8.06% 2.94% 0.00%
Schleicher 30 251 11.95% 0.00% ~~
Scurry 65 1,329 4.89% 0.00% ~~
Shackelford 12 241 4.98% 0.00% ~~
Shelby 260 2,255 11.53% 1.92% 20.00%
Sherman 3 221 1.36% 0.00% ~~
Smith 3,196 17,149 18.64% 1.66% 58.49%
Somervell 33 604 5.46% 0.00% ~~
Starr 1,731 8,607 20.11% 1.96% 35.29%
Stephens 30 804 3.73% 0.00% ~~

Sterling 1 73 1.37% 0.00% ~~
Stonewall 3 98 3.06% 0.00% ~~
Sutton 21 366 5.74% 0.00% ~~
Swisher 61 770 7.92% 1.64% 0.00%
Tarrant 16,274 163,911 9.93% 1.22% 43.94%
Taylor 905 12,250 7.39% 2.32% 4.76%
Terrell 2 35 5.71% 0.00% ~~
Terry 59 1,191 4.95% 0.00% ~~
Throckmorton 3 111 2.70% 33.33% 100.00%
Titus 771 3,075 25.07% 2.08% 37.50%
Tom Green 1,343 9,233 14.55% 1.41% 68.42%
Travis 8,950 85,596 10.46% 0.63% 35.71%
Trinity 335 989 33.87% 2.39% 62.50%
Tyler 129 1,358 9.50% 3.10% 75.00%
Upshur 291 2,881 10.10% 1.72% 40.00%
Upton 15 275 5.45% 0.00% ~~
Uvalde 426 2,755 15.46% 2.11% 44.44%
Val Verde 173 5,205 3.32% 1.16% 100.00%
Van Zandt 209 3,607 5.79% 0.96% 50.00%
Victoria 811 8,253 9.83% 1.11% 33.33%
Walker 448 3,676 12.19% 1.34% 50.00%
Waller 109 3,157 3.45% 1.83% 0.00%
Ward 147 935 15.72% 3.40% 0.00%
Washington 210 2,394 8.77% 1.43% 0.00%
Webb 3,940 34,242 11.51% 2.54% 31.00%
Wharton 830 3,776 21.98% 1.45% 33.33%
Wheeler 20 334 5.99% 5.00% 0.00%
Wichita 1,083 11,122 9.74% 2.59% 35.71%
Wilbarger 36 1,176 3.06% 2.78% 100.00%
Willacy 673 2,313 29.10% 1.34% 11.11%
Williamson 2,215 30,478 7.27% 1.53% 23.53%
Wilson 173 2,869 6.03% 0.58% 0.00%
Winkler 66 616 10.71% 1.52% 100.00%
Wise 204 4,353 4.69% 0.98% 100.00%
Wood 344 2,624 13.11% 2.03% 71.43%
Yoakum 9 792 1.14% 0.00% ~~
Young 133 1,393 9.55% 5.26% 71.43%
Zapata 302 1,562 19.33% 3.97% 16.67%
Zavala 380 1,219 31.17% 1.58% 66.67%
Missing5 190 0.00% 0.00% ~~

1Unduplicated children under 72 months old at date of test.  2Texas DSHS Center for Health Statistics 2006 Intercensal Estimates.  http://www.dshs.state.tx.us/chs/popdat/detailX.shtm
3 Percentage of children tested with a venous, capillary, or unknown sample type, 10 mcg/dL or greater.   “~” designates 0 children tested.  4Percentage of elevated children who had a diagnostic test, 
an initial elevated venous, or any follow-up venous.  “~~” designates no elevated children reported.  5Missing county information.

(cont. from pages 4, 5) - 2006 , Counts by County: Texas Children Under Age 6 Tested for Lead1
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Resources Available Through TX CLPPP’s Website:
www.dshs.state.tx.us/lead

Forms
F09 - 11709: Childhood Blood Lead Level Report
Used by healthcare providers to report a child’s blood lead level(s).

Pb-100: Lead Assessment Interview Tool  
Used by healthcare providers to interview the parent/guardian of  a child with a diagnostic elevated blood lead 
level to determine possible source(s) of  lead exposure.

Pb-101: Request for Environmental Investigation
Used by healthcare providers to request and Environmental Lead Investigation for a child with a venous blood 
lead level test result of  20 mcg/dL and higher, or two separate venous BLL tests collected at lead 12 weeks apart 
in the 15-19 mcg/dL range.

Pb-102: Provider Questionnaire
Used by healthcare providers for follow-up of  elevated blood lead levels of  a child.   

Pb-104: Physician Checklist for Parent Education Topics
Used by healthcare providers to determine the appropriate lead educational material to provide parents for 
medical care, environmental intervention, and nutritional intervention

Pb-109: Physician Reference on Follow-up Testing
Used by healthcare providers to determine when follow-up blood lead testing is necessary.  Specifically: “Schedule 
for Obtaining a Diagnostic Venous sample”, “Schedule for Follow-up Venous Blood Lead Testing After 
Diagnostic Venous Sample”, and “Recommendations for Children with Diagnostic Elevated Blood Lead Levels”. 

Pb-110: Risk Assessment for Lead Exposure (English and Spanish)
The risk assessment questionnaire is designed to be administered to the parent by the healthcare provider. 
Questions are provided in English along with Spanish versions to assist with Spanish speaking parents.

For the Healthcare Provider
1-312: A Guide for Educators: What all New Parents Need to Know (Brochure)

1-313: Childhood Lead Testing: Getting a Good Specimen (Poster) 

Blood Lead Screening Guidelines for Texas Children: Quick Reference Guide

TX CLPPP News (Quarterly Newsletter)

For the Parent
1-307: Lead Around the Home

1-308: Lead in Your Food and Remedies

1-309: Lead in the Workplace and at Home

1-307: My Child Has a High Lead Level

1-311: How Lead Affects Your Child’s Health

1-26: Protect Your Children From Lead Poisoning
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